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Distinguished Service Cross                                                      

2LT Geoffrey C. Ferris: Class 23-42 

 
The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 
1918, takes pride in presenting the Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously) to 
Second Lieutenant (Field Artillery) Geoffrey C. Ferris (ASN: 0-420345), United States 
Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against an armed 
enemy while serving with the 6th Battalion, 33d Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Infantry 
Division, in action against enemy forces on 6 May 1943, near Beja, Tunisia. On the 
morning of 6 May 1943, the 33d Artillery Regiment was given the mission of taking Hill 
139 in the vicinity of Beja, Tunisia. Because of the heavy machine gun and mortar fire 
covering all approaches, it was necessary to attack before daylight. Second Lieutenant 
Ferris, as artillery forward observer with the assault elements, crawled forward across 
open terrain swept by withering enemy machine gun fire to a point well beyond our 
lines. Realizing the danger of his mission, he had ordered his men to remain behind 
while he advanced with a wire reel and telephone until he was killed. The unselfish 
heroism and the courage and zeal with which Second Lieutenant Ferris performed this 
deed exemplify the highest traditions of the military forces of the United States and 
reflect great credit upon himself, the 1st Infantry Division, and the United States Army. 
General Orders: Headquarters, U.S. Army-North African Theater of Operations, 
General Orders No. 47 (July 6, 1943) 
 
 
 

 

 


